Hope began July 4, 2009, the day Frankie
was plucked from his bleak existence in a
Missouri puppy mill and made his way across
state lines into the caring hands of Helen
Cordell and Jackie Spielman, two volunteers
with the Greater Chicago Cavalier Rescue
(GCCR) group. As a 12-week old puppy with
no use of his rear legs, Frankie's fate, had he
stayed at the puppy mill, was unthinkable. But
this isnt a story about the horrors and
atrocities of puppy mills. It's a story of hope
and love, and inspiration and determination.

Cavalier spirit

Because he pulled himself around by his
two front paws, this spunky little Cavalier
lovingly became known as “Frankie Two
Paws". Despite his first 12 weeks of life,
Frankie remarkably maintained the true
Cavalier spirit, with his sweet, loving
disposition. Whether Frankie's ruby red color
has anything to do with his spunk and
determination is a topic for another time!

It takes a village

Helen's neighbor and fellow dog-lover,
Peggy Ruh and her husband, John, agreed to
foster Frankie. He was examined by Dr. Jason
Long, a local veterinarian at the Yorkville
Animal Hospital, who examines and treats
many of GCCR's rescues. Without a lot of
expensive tests, it would be difficult to
determine the exact cause of Frankie's
disability or make an accurate diagnosis.
Because GCCR is still a relatively new non-
profit rescue group, an extreme case such as
Frankie's would absorb resources quickly.

To start, Dr. Long put a hobble on
Frankie's back legs so they wouldn't splay, in
hopes that he would learn to balance on them.
The vet techs immediately started massages,
as well as flexing and weight-bearing
exercises to strengthen his muscles. Peggy
scoured the web and found Eddie's Wheels in
Massachusetts (www.eddieswheels.com), a
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company who donated a cart to support
Frankie’s bottom half to help him become
more mobile. She also began feeding him a
carefully planned diet of protein-rich quality
food plus select supplements to help him grow
stronger and healthier. The food/supplement
kit was purchased with a rescue discount from
1% Choice Naturals (www firstchoicenaturals.com)
and was donated by one of GCCR's
volunteers.

A dim diagnosis

A veterinary neurologist examined
Frankie and offered little hope. In his opinion,
Frankie's disability was caused by "congenital
spinal malformation, spinal trauma, or myelitis.
The loss of deep pain sensation to the pelvic
limbs is a poor indicator, with recovery
considered unlikely irregardless (sic) of
cause."

MNext Frankie saw Dr Stephen Dullard, an
orthopedic surgeon at Ancare Veterinary
Clinic in Mendota. On a positive note, he said
Frankie's spine was intact and he saw no hip
dysplasia, but he did see a problem with his
knee caps that might impact his walking,
although not prohibit it completely. He
recommended Frankie see a physical
therapist on his staff, Teri Baughman.
Perhaps Frankie could become a "spinal
walker" -- dogs that have spinal injuries who
sometimes learn to balance and walk
reflexively. Teri began physical therapy to
strengthen Frankie’s rear legs and Peggy
continued the exercises at home.

One small step

Because Frankie couldn't stand on all four
legs, whenever he relieved himself, he
needed to be cleaned. One day while washing
Frankie's back legs in the sink, Peggy noticed
he would splash the water with his paws. She
shared this with Teri, who decided, now that
Frankie's legs were getting stronger, to try an
underwater treadmill.






